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Prize for Excellent Delivery Reliability and Quality 
Schaeffler Receives “Supplier of the Year”Award from Gildemeister 
  
Gildemeister, a leading global manufacturer of cutting machine tools, which 
has a wide range of innovative high-tech machines, services and software 
solutions, has named Schaeffler as “Supplier of the Year”for 2012. Robert 
Schullan, Member of the Executive Board at Schaeffler AG and President of 
Schaeffler Industrial, accepted the award from Timo Rickermann, Head of 
Corporate Purchasing at Gildemeister AG, in Pfronten.  
  
Schaeffler received the 2011 “Supplier of the Year”award in the 
“Quality”category, so the fact that the company has now gone one better by 
winning the overall prize reflects its wide range of expertise as a supplier. In 
addition to the company’s high level of quality, the award is also recognition 
for Schaeffler’s innovative ability and delivery reliability. These aspects 
characterize both companies in equal measure and are essential for 
permanent competitiveness on an international level and for long-term 
customer relationships. 
  
“The “Overall Winner”award represents our recognition of Schaeffler as a 
supplier with whom we have been working closely for many years. The overall 
winner is not only distinguished by outstanding quality and zero-defect 
performance - Schaeffler also supports us quickly and without complications 
thanks to its fast response times and high level of flexibility. Their global 
proximity to our Gildemeister locations also ensures optimum customer 
support by competent local contacts”, Rickermann explains. 
  
The supplier award honors the successful teamwork of Gildemeister and 
Schaeffler. In their manufacturing processes and development projects, both 
companies place their trust in each other’s expertise and products. As an 
integral part of Gildemeister machine tools, Schaeffler’s entire product range 
of high-precision rotary table and spindle bearings, screw drive bearings, and 
numerous linear technology components provide cost-effectiveness and 
reliability. 
  
”This renewed recognition of the successful long-term cooperation between 
Schaeffler and Gildemeister is an honor for us as a company, especially since 
we also won the award in the highest category this time. It represents yet 
another confirmation of the fact that Schaeffler, with its high standards of 
quality and the continuous commitment of its employees, meets even the 
highest requirements”, said Schullan. 
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• Press picture  
Günther Bachmann (l.), Managing Director of Technology and Production, 



Timo Rickermann (r.), Head of Corporate Purchasing (both Gildemeister AG), 
congratulated the Schaeffler-team around Robert Schullan (5th from right), 
Member of the Executive Board at Schaeffler AG and President of Schaeffler 
Industrial. (Photo: Gildemeister) 
  
• Press picture  
The Award honors Schaeffler’s high standards of quality, high flexibility, and 
the continuous commitment of its employees. 
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Download: 
  
http://www.schaeffler-group.com/content.schaefflergroup.de/en/press/press-re
leases/press-details.jsp?id=20025537 
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Schaeffler with its product brands INA, LuK and FAG is a leading provider of 
rolling bearing and plain bearing solutions and of linear and direct drive 
technology, as well as a renowned supplier to the automotive industry of 
high-precision products and systems for engines, transmissions, and chassis 
applications. The globally active group of companies generated sales of 
approximately 10.7 billion euros in 2011. With approximately 76,000 
employees worldwide, Schaeffler is one of the largest German and European 
industrial companies in family ownership. With 180 locations in over 50 
countries, Schaeffler has a worldwide network of manufacturing locations, 
research and development facilities, sales companies, engineering offices, 
and training centers.  
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